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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
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DETAILED ACTION 


Response to Amendment 

Applicant's amendment and corresponding arguments, filed 30 April 2007, 
have been reviewed and considered. Claims 1-26 have been canceled and 
claims 27-33 have been added. Therefore, claims 27-33 are currently pending. 

During an interview the examiner and the applicant's representative 
agreed upon claim language that would be considered to overcome the prior art 
rejection of the first Office Action because it was determined that "the prior art of 
record fails to teach or disclose a method of aesthetically altering shoes with user 
created images, whereby the images are printed onto laminated sheets with 
adhesive backing for adherence to selected surfaces of the shoes". However, 
after further review of the prior art of record, it was determined that the amended 
claim language is still rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) by POSKANZER in view 
of RIFKIN as presented in the first Office Action. 

The prior art of RIFKIN teaches a process for creating user-designed 
stickers (i.e. laminated sheets with adhesive backing) to adhere to an object 
(such as a toy car) in order to make the object more aesthetically pleasing in a 
way that is entertaining and simple for the user. The prior art reference of 
POSKANZER teaches aesthetically altering garments such as shoes (i.e. boots) 
by applying adhesively backed laminate stickers with images thereon to the 
garment. Since it is known and taught by POSKANZER to aesthetically alter 
shoes by applying stickers to the shoes and RIFKIN teaches a process of 
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designing stickers with images thereon for the purpose of applying the stickers to 
an object in order to make the object more aesthetically pleasing in a way that is 
entertaining and simple for the user, then it would have been obvious to have 
used the process as taught by RIFKIN to design and print stickers for shoes. 
This Office Action is considered a second non-final rejection. 


Claim Objections 

Claims 28 and 29 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
Claims 28 and 29 both depend from a cancelled base claim. It appears that the 
applicant meant claim 28 to depend from claim 27 and claim 29 to depend from 
claim 28. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

Claims 27-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over POSKANZER (U.S. Patent 5,943,697) in view of RIFKIN (U.S. Patent 
6,116,906). 

Regarding claim 27, POSKANZER discloses the method of aesthetically 
altering articles of clothing, such as skirts, vests, rainwear, boots (i.e. shoes), 
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hats, bookbags, handbags (i.e. purses), belts, wallets and all other forms of 
garments and accessories (Col. 4, Lines 15-20), by applying adhesively backed 
laminate stickers (200, 310) with images (240) thereon, to the garment (100, 300) 
(Fig. 1 and Fig. 3). However, POSKANZER fails to disclose a method for 
designing and producing the adhesively backed laminate stickers with images 
thereon. 

RIFKIN teaches a method for designing and producing stickers to adhere 
to an object in order to make the object more aesthetically pleasing in a way that 
is entertaining and simple for the user. RIFKIN teaches the use of a display 
monitor (15), one or more input devices (13, 14) and a printer (20). RIFKIN 
teaches providing a computer program on a computer readable carrier to include 
a plurality of predetermined objects/models and a plurality of image designs (Col. 
4, Lines 5-21). RIFKIN teaches selecting an object/model for display on the 
display monitor and therefore it is inherent that RIFKIN teaches a plurality of 
predetermined objects/models (Col. 4, Lines 22-45). RIFKIN teaches selecting 
one of said image designs for display on the display monitor (Col. 4, Lines 18-21 
and 48-52). RIFKIN teaches selecting a surface from an upper portion of the 
object/model and modifying the surface of the object/model to include the image 
design (Col. 4, Lines 56-67) (Figures 4 and 7). RIFKIN teaches previewing the 
object/model (40, 56) having the image design (53-55, 41-46) on the surface 
thereof on the display monitor (15, 50) (Figures 1 , 2 and 3) (Col. 4, Lines 36-67). 
RIFKIN teaches providing a plurality of printable laminate sheets (22) wherein the 
printable laminate sheet is cut into one or more sections to define a plurality of 
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peelable blank covers (23-26) within the printable cloth laminate sheet (Fig. 1 
and Fig. 8). RIFKIN teaches the peelable blank covers being approximate the 
size and shape of the selected surfaces of the upper portion of the object/model. 
RIFKIN also teaches printing the at least one image design upon the blank cover 
to produce a printed cover (Col. 5, Lines 1-18) (Fig. 1). RIFKIN teaches 
providing a physical object that matches the style of the selected model. RIFKIN 
demonstrates removing one or more of the printed covers from the printable 
laminated sheet and applying one or more of the printed covers to one or more of 
the surfaces of the physical object whereby the physical object is aesthetically 
altered (Col. 5, Lines 1-18). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to have provided the method of altering 
clothing such as shoes by applying adhesively backed laminate stickers with an 
image design thereon (of POSKANZER) with a method for designing and 
producing adhesively backed laminate stickers with an image design thereon, in 
light of the teachings of RIFKIN, in order to provide a more aesthetically pleasing 
garment in a way that is entertaining and simple for the user. For future 
reference, it is commonly known in the art for stickers to be applied to shoes for 
decoration, sizing purposes, children ID tags, left/right foot acknowledgment and 
for reflective purposes (See cited references on PTO-892). 

Regarding claims 28-32, POSKANZER in view of RIFKIN teaches a 
method of designing and producing adhesively backed laminate stickers with 
images thereon in order to aesthetically alter shoes as discussed above. RIFKIN 
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further teaches the use of a peripheral device for importing (Col. 1, Lines 24-26) 
image designs (BACKGROUND; Col. 1, Line 44 - Col. 2, Line 50). The imported 
image designs provide the functions as described in the rejection of claim 27. 
RIFKIN teaches types of peripherals comprising computer storage means, color 
scanners and digital cameras (BACKGROUND examples). The Examiner wants 
to make it known to the applicant that the applicant's disclosure expresses that 
the use of peripherals such as sketch pads, digitizers, scanners, digital video 
cameras and still cameras are commonly used in the art to create computer 
images (Applicant's Disclosure; Page 2, Lines 6-13). In regards to claim 30, a 
color copier is being considered a scanner because a scanner copies an image 
to a computer. However, POSKANZER in view of RIFKIN fails to teach the 
peripheral device importing or storing at least one image design from the World 
Wide Web. 

It is old and known in the art for a person to save an image from the World 
Wide Web onto a computer's storage means in order to later print, edit, or view 
the image. Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to have provided the peripheral of 
RIFKIN with the ability to store at least one image design from the World Wide 
Web in order to later use the image in the design and printing of image stickers. 

Regarding claim 33, POSKANZER in view of RIFKIN teaches a method of 
designing and producing adhesively backed laminate stickers with images 
thereon in order to aesthetically alter clothing as discussed above. RIFKIN 
further teaches the printable cloth laminate sheets including a printable cloth 
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sheet (23-26) releasably adhered to a release sheet (22) (Fig. 1). RIFKIN 
teaches the printable cloth sheet including a first indicia side (32, 33) for printing 
thereon and a second adhesive side having a pressure sensitive adhesive 
thereon whereby the pressure sensitive adhesive remains on the printable cloth 
sheet upon removal of the printable cloth sheet from said release sheet (Refer to 
Abstract and Figures). The adhesive side is considered to be pressure sensitive 
because it can be stuck onto an object by using pressure. However, RIFKIN fails 
to mention the release sheet being coated with a releasing agent whereby the 
pressure sensitive adhesive releasably adheres the printable cloth sheet to the 
release sheet. 

In the applicant's background and prior art section of the specification it is 
mentioned that, "various types of barrier coatings have been provided on a 
carrier sheet to allow release of labels with adhesive on their backs" which 
discloses that the use of a releasing agent on a releasing sheet is considered 
commonly known in the art in order to provide an adequate way to easily secure 
and release labels from a carrier sheet so they can be placed on an object 
without damage to the label or adhesive (Applicant's Disclosure; Page 3, Lines 
18-21). Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to have provided the release sheet of 
RIFKIN with a releasing agent because it is well known in the art to do so in order 
to provide an adequate way to easily secure and release printable sheets without 
causing damage to the printable sheets or adhesive located thereon before their 
use on an object. 
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Conclusion 


The prior art made of record, as cited on attached PTO-892, and not relied 
upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Nathan E. Durham whose telephone number 
is (571 ) 272-8642. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 
7:30 am - 4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Gary L. Welch can be reached on (571) 272-4996. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. ^ ^Jff] 


NED 
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